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" "D EFORE the world was God " and " After God came
JJ Christ his Son " : such were the watchword and the
countersign of the fleet in which Frobisher set sail to find the
North-west Passage. And the Admiral's orders began,
" Imprimis to banish dice, card-playing, swearing and
filthy communication, and to serve God twice a day/'
Religion and even theology then played a bigger part in
most men's lives than they do now. Queen Elizabeth her-
self was something of a theologian. No doubt she kept her
powder very dry, but it is probable that she feared God as
well. The exact colour of her religious beliefs may be un-
certain, but we can be fairly sure that the Church over which
she ruled was something more to her than a mere instrument
of worldly policy. Many political issues were involved, but
the new Church was, after all, a new road to heaven; and
the exploration of it was one of the more exciting adventures
that her subjects undertook. There were times when she
felt herself responsible for the eternal safety of their souls.
When the Queen entered upon the last decade of her
reign, she must have been anxious about her religious
experiment. Everything depended upon the new genera-
tion, and too many of the young men were losing their hearts
to the old religion or catching fever from the new sectarians.
At the beginning of her reign the Queen had known that she
could only wait. The Catholic clergy were politically dis-
loyal and had to be discarded. The only able or learned
men to take their places were the returning exiles who
sought to bring England into line with the Protestant
" International" in Switzerland. A vaguely Zwinglian
doctrinal settlement had been devised to satisfy the Re-
formers. A vaguely traditional liturgy and system of
Church government had been provided to appease the
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